Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A computer-implemented method of characterizing objects generated 
during at least a partial run of a program, each object b e ing charact e riz e d by a plurality of 
alt e rnativ e prop e rti e s which can b e s e l e ct e d comprising a plurality of potential alternative 
properties , said method comprising: 

a) instrumenting said at least partial run of said program to determine characterization 
information about each of said objects; 

b) determining a desirable property for said objects; 

c) determining a corr e lation b e tw ee n said d e sirabl e prop e rty and said charact e rization 
information for e ach of said obj e cts a desirable one of said potential alternative properties for 
said objects; 

c) determining a correlation between said desirabl e prop e rty desirable one of said 
potential alternative properties and said characterization information for each of said objects; 

d) using said correlation to select an prop e rty among the alternative properties for an 
object subsequently created during an at least partial run of said program based upon 
characterization information about the subsequently created object. 

2. (currently amended) A The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the determining of an 
initial property in step (b) is carried out by minimizing total cost of interaction among 
components during at least a partial run of said program. 

3. (currently amended) A The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said characterization 
information of an object comprises at least one of said object's class, classification of said 
object's creator object, and a code identification of said object's creation site. 
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4. (currently amended) A The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said alternative properties 
comprise a string representation selected from ASCII, EBCDIC, and UNICODE. 

5. (currently amended) A method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said alternative properties 
comprise a data structure selected from hash table, tree, and compressed data structures. 

6. (currently amended) A computer readable medium including computer instructions 
executable on a computer for carrying out a method of characterizing objects generated during at 
least a partial run of a program, each object b e ing charact e riz e d by a plurality of alt e rnativ e 
properti e s which can b e se l e ct e d comprising a plurality of potential alternative properties , said 
method comprising: 

a) instrumenting said at least partial run of said program to determine characterization 
information about each of said objects; 

b) determining a desirable property for each of said objects; 

c) determining a corr e lation b e tw ee n said d e sirabl e prop e rty and said charact e rization 
information for e ach of said obj e cts a desirable one of said potential alternative properties for 
said objects ; 

d) using said correlation to select an prop e rty among the alternative properties for an 
object subsequently created during an at least partial run of said program based upon 
characterization information about the subsequently created object. 

7. (currently amended) A The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 6, wherein the 
determining of an initial property in step (b) is carried out by minimizing total cost of interaction 
among components during at least a partial run of said program. 

8. (currently amended) A The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 6, wherein said 
characterization information of an object comprises at least one of said object's class, 
classification of said object's creator object, and a code identification of said object's creation 



Docket No. YOR920020050US 1 



5 

Serial No. 10/073,608 



site. 



9. (currently amended) A The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 6, wherein said 
alternative properties comprise a string representation selected from ASCII, EBCDIC, and 
UNICODE. 

10. (currently amended) A The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 6, wherein said 
alternative properties comprise a data structure selected from hash table, tree, and compressed 
data structures. 
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